Appendix 2: Finding Resources and Unraveling the Music Research Process

You know the Music Library has lots of useful resources, but how do you navigate the numerous paths to information? The following
roadmap will help you find the scholarly resources you need, and help you learn to ask questions that will lead you to valuable information

and resources.

Before you begin...

- Have an idea of what it is you need. Do you need a score? A recording? Information? What kind of information do you need? A fact? A
short biography of a musician? A definition of a term? A book on symphonies? Etc.

- Know why you need this information (or score or recording) as this will impact what kinds of materials you seek out. Are you researching
a composition you will be performing? Are you curious to know more about it? Are you writing program notes? Are you writing a paper

for class? Etc.

Words of wisdom...

- The following is a useful guide to doing research. It is not exhaustive.

- The true roadmap of research is the string of questions you ask yourself and answer as your research progresses. Each research project
varies, and often leads to different paths. Use these flowcharts as a first step to your research, and let your questions lead you beyond what
is listed here.

- Always seek out your local librarian for more help (or if you get lost)!

J. Oates — July 2013
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Research Flowchart (Information)

START HERE!

Use The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians (or Oxford Music Online), Baker’s Biographical
Dictionary, or other dictionaries and encyclopedias in the reference section (see Ref ML 100-109).

v

Are you \ Yes

looking for a
fact?
| If you are looking for information about a composer, look for a Bio-Bibliography, Research
Guide, or Thematic Catalogue of the composer (see Ref ML 134).
No

Are you doing research for a
papet, or doing research on a
composition or composet you No > help.

are working on?

See your professor or the music librarian for more

Yes
l / Search CUNY Catalog \ Search all CUNY schools in
Go to RILM! and see restricting format to CUNY+. Click on “Request”
what resources are Ves “book” in advanced Ves—p to have it delivered to QC.
available. Did you find search. Go to next step if Keep going if you do not
books? you do not find what find what you need.
| k you need. / l
No
~
l Search by journal titles using using Search WorldCat.
Did you find Yes —> E-Periodicals and/or CUNY If item is found,
articles? Catalog. Keep going if you do not request via Inter-
find what you need. Library Loan.
J
a
Refine your search terms and start
No > over, ot see a music librarian. STILL CAN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEED?
J

See your professor or a music librarian for help!

IRILM is the most comprehensive database for music, but also try IIMP, JSTOR, Music Index, and RIP.



