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Resolution on the Use of Music  
in Physical or Psychological Torture 

 

WHEREAS, we, the Board of Directors of the American Musicological 
Society, join the chorus of protest and dissent against the use of physical 
and psychological torture, finding such torture incompatible with respect 
for the dignity of all persons; and 

WHEREAS, we, as scholars and musicians who devote our lives to 
sustaining musical cultures throughout the world, protest the 
contamination of our cultures by the misappropriation of music as a 
weapon of psychological torture; 

NOW, THEREFORE, we  condemn the use of music as a weapon of torture, 
and we call upon members of the American Musicological Society to 
exercise their rights and petition their political representatives to ban this 
use. 

Approved 15 March 2008 
Board of Directors, American Musicological Society 
 

 
 
 
 


